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OUR CENTRAL PARK. 


As this noble Public Improvement approaches completion, it 
must be a matter of anxious inquiry with the Commissioners and 
the thoughtful public: What shall be its influence on the public 
morals? How shall its paramount objects as a means of health 
and diversion be accomplished, consistently with the highest 
moral benefits? Besides the individual interest of the under- 
signed in this subject, their public relation to a question of some 
moment involved in the regulations of the Park, now under con- 
sideration, would appear to justify the presentation of this paper 
to your respected Board. 

It must be presumed that the Commissioners, in shaping the 
administration of such a trust, with no American precedent, 
will adopt their measures with great deliberation, and innovate 
but little, if at all, on the prevailing moral convictions of 
the American public. In the art of landscape gardening and 
kindred matters of taste, we yield the palm to Hurope, and we 
do well to avail ourselves of her older civilization. In politi- 
cal; moral, and religious matters, we have intelligently discard- 
ed the views prevailing on the Continent, especially as relates 
to monarchical institutions, church establishments, and Sunday 
observance. On all these points, the convictions of our people 
are fixed ; and Kurope is more likely to learn from us than 
we from her. We need the more to discriminate here, inas- 
much as a considerable element of our population of Huro- 
pean birth may counsel and claim that the founding of a 
great Park, after the style of the Bois de Boulogne or the 
Prater, must carry with it the Sunday pastimes of Paris and 
Vienna: as great an error as to insist that our church arch- 
itecture, copied from the old world, must draw with it the 
ereed or the ritual of the cathedrals after which it is mod- 
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eled. Weare more likely to take our precedents in this, as in 
other matters, from the European kingdom whose language and 
institutions harmonize with our own——and where the intro- 
duction into her public and ornamental grounds of the con- 
tinental Sunday, in all its levity and organized frivolity, has been 
sturdily resisted—than from France, where the English sport, 
horse-racing, has been recently borrowed and added to her in- 
numerable sources of Sunday diversion. We form a Park in the 
principal city of a nation characteristically Christian, and in its 
whole historic life Sabbath-observing. Its regulations should not 
ignore this fundamental fact, nor admit of a doubt as to its present 
and future conduct in harmony with this fact. 

It is respectfully suggested—more as a caveat, than as im- 
plying that any Commissioner entertains differing views— 
that, while the privileges of the Park, under a vigilant 
Police, are accorded to the public on the Sabbath, it would be 
neither competent nor wise for the Commissioners to provide 
for or sanction the popular diversions common to and appro- 
priate for the secular days of the week; and that the entire 
Sabbath arrangements should be such as neither to offend nor cor- 
rupt the public conscience. 

Such reasons as the following would seem to enforce this sug- 
gestion :— 

1. Unless some such principle controls the Sunday arrange- 
ments of the Park, no limit can be fixed to the number or va- 
riety of popular amusements that will claim a place in the Peo- 
ple’s Pleasure-Ground. One class may be content with aquatic 
sports; another may want bands of music; another will 
demand target shooting; another will only be satisfied with 
horse-racing ; another still would like the prize-ring or the bull- 
fight. Why withhold from yet another class the gambling- 
table, the fortune-teller, and the thimble-rigger? All these, 
and many others, enter into the Sunday amusements of Euro- 
pean pleasure-grounds. Where shall the line be drawn, if the 
bars are once let down? 

2. It is the only principle consistent with the spirit and 
letter of our laws and institutions. It need not be stated that 
Christianity is a part of the law of the land; nor that the 
Christian Sabbath is guarded from invasion by the statutes of 
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nearly all our States, and especially in this State, from the days 
of Peter Stuyvesant down to the present day. While no specific 
mode of Sabbath observance is prescribed, and no religious rites 
imposed, ordinary servile labor and public sports are forbidden, 
so as to secure to all a day of rest and worship, free from dis- 
turbance and temptation to vice. Any system, then, of amuse- 
ments or refreshments, involving the service of attendants, and in- 
ducing to the enjoyment of secular pastimes, would tend to bring 
contempt on our laws, and afford the warrant of a high example 
for a general desecration of sacred time. It would throw back 
indefinitely the Reforms, now successfully in progress, by which 
crime and pauperism have been greatly checked, and the majesty 
of law has been measurably restored. 

8. Any other principle would be unjust to a very large and 
influential portion of citizens and tax-payers; while, thus ad- 
ministered, equal rights to all citizens would be secured. To 
ask that Sunday bands may fill the air of the Ramble with 
strains of music; that jolly parties may be traversing the 
Lake in mimic squadrons; or that kindred amusements may 
monopolize the delightful resorts of the Park on the Lord’s 
Day, is to deny the rights of peaceful, conscientious, Christian 
citizens, and their families, to the quiet enjoyment of an 
enclosure they may have paid thousands to create. Is this 
courteous or just? We think not. The Park was made for all 
the people, as ‘‘the Sabbath was made for man.” The one was 
made for a Park—not for a race-course, nor for a camp-meeting— 
not for Sunday sports, nor for religious services—not for one 
class, but for all classes, with reasonable regulations, in accor. 
dance with our laws and institutions. So of the Sabbath: it was 
made for a Subbath—not for a day of frivolity and dissipation ; 
it was made to be “kept holy:” and to pervert the Sabbath 
into a mere holiday, and the Central Park into the arena for holi- 
day sports, besides being a gross departure from American and 
Christian ideas, would be little less than an outrage on the rights 
and feelings of the Christian community. 

4, The Park, if conducted on the European principle, would 
inevitably become the source of popular demoralization. Our 
- eriminal records show that while the foreign-born population of 
this city embraces less than one-third of the aggregate population, 
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the arrests for crime and disorder from among this class have 
averaged about 83 per cent. for the last three years, leaving but 
17 per cent. for the comparatively Sabbath-keeping portion of 
native-born citizens. Further official statistics show that the ar- 
rests for drunkenness and crime, which for along period were an 
average of 25 per cent. more on Sunday than on week-days, were 
so reduced by the partial closing of liqguor-shops on the Sabbath 
as that they averaged nearly 60 per cent. more on week-days 
than on Sunday for a period of seven consecutive months, with a 
falling off of total arrests of about 7,000 in a single quarter. These 
statistics would seem to establish a certain connection between 
Sunday licenseand crime. Now, while we would not press these 
facts unduly as a vindication of the morality of the Sabbath, and 
would expressly disclaim all purpose to cite them invidiously, 
and to the disparagement of our immigrant population, which 
embraces very many orderly and most valuable citizens, their 
significance cannot be overlooked in discussing the tendency of 
Sunday regulations for our great Park. If a system is to be 
advocated, the influence of which shall be to draw men away 
from their homes and churches, and our juvenile population 
from Sunday-schools and domestic culture, and to substitute for 
all these humanizing and elevating moral and educational agen- 
cies the contamination of indiscriminate crowds, and the diver- 
sions that are suited to obliterate all thought of God,—it is 
easy to see that it must stimulate the very elements of lawless- 
ness and demoralization already so rife among us. Could 
a community, that on the Sunday close their Courts of Justice, 
and suspend the service of civil process, with any consistency 
assume the prerogative of dispensing, on the public grounds and 
at the common cost, all facilities and enticements for the dis- 
crediting of that same day, in whose honor they bade Justice 
shut her gates and still her oracles? We would submit that with 
a view to the preservation of the public property of the Park 
itself, as well as with reference to infinitely higher claims of pub- 
lic duty, the Commissioners should scrupulously and persistently 
aim to strengthen those moral and legal restraints which form 
the only security for free institutions, and to discourage and 
rebuke the spirit of lawlessness which would evade or defy both 
human and Divine enactments. 
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5. The previous considerations, relating solely to the civil Sab- 
bath, and to the rights of Christian citizens, and the interests of the 
community under our constitution and laws, may be expected, 
perhaps, to claim the assent of the great body of good citizens, 
There are other and higher views of this question which we 
would not obtrude, and which we need not withhold—views 
which no public body can ignore or fail to respect. We allude 
to the fact that nearly the entire Christian community, Protes- 
tant and Catholic, believe the Lord’s Day to be a sacred day. 
They may and do differ as to their theories of this institution. 
Some trace the obligation for its sacred observance to the 
Bible—some to church appointment. With these theories pub- 
lic men or bodies have nothing to do; but they have to do with 
the fact. And the right, if it were claimed—as it has not been in 
this country—to pervert public grounds and public funds to the 
inauguration and support of a system in direct and open hostil- ° 
ity to the most sacred convictions of the religious community, 
could not be conceded. Christian men are reluctant to urge a 
question of right like this. They have borne long and patiently 
with the invasion of usages and rights dear to them as their 
faith, and essential to the vitality and perpetuity of that faith. 
But they have rights: they know what they are; and they 
are not prepared to relinquish them. Among them is the 
unquestionable claim, that they shall not be robbed of their 
Sacred day, and that no public regulations shall be made for 
promoting its desecration, or that will wantonly offend their 
well-known convictions as to its moral and religious uses and 
benefits. An infidel press, whose pecuniary interests conspire 
with its opposition to Christianity to prompt the overthrow of 
the Sabbath, may laud the Central Park converted into the cen- 
tral source of Sunday profanations, as “the Great Civilizer,” in 
contrast with, and to the disparagement of, the Christian church 
and its institutions. The men whose names and moncy and 
influence are rarely found in connection with our great humane 
and eleemosynary enterprises, may boast a superior wisdom and 
philanthropy in dealing with pauperism, vice, and crime, to the 
body of Christian citizens who work.and give without grudging 
and without boasting. But we submit, that it is not for the man; 
agers of one of the grandest and most beneficent of our public 
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works to lend either their corporate example or influence in sup- 
port of such views, nor to grieve the whole of the very class in 
society whose religion itself is the basis and support of law and 
good government, and whose influence forms the grand bulwark 
against the vices and evils which afflict society and threaten to 
undermine or overthrow our social and political fabric. 

Inasmuch, then, as the introduction of a system of Sunday 
diversions in the Central Park, after the European model, would 
be a dangerous innovation on the immemorial usages and the 
ineradicable convictions of our country, and one that it would 
be difficult to limit or control; as it would contravene the gen- 
ius of our laws and institutions; as it would be partial and un- 
just toward a large class of citizens; as it would result in popu- 
lar demoralization; and as it would offend the convictions and 
invade the rights of the entire Christian community, it is claimed 
that the regulations of the Commissioners in this behalf shall be 
such as neither to offend nor corrupt the public conscience. Thus 
administered—in strict consistency with. American and Chris- , 
tian convictions—it will be an untold blessing to the city, and 
an abiding monument of the liberality and fidelity of its foun- 
ders and managers. ; 
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